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Forum Topic of the Quarter

NPC Position on the National POLST Form in EPIC

- The National POLST Collaborative (NPC) has recently been made aware of
m activity within the EPIC foundation platform incorporating the National POLST

model form. This has been done without permission, input or approval of NPC.

As our members and other state programs are aware, each state has their own
laws, regulations and language governing the validity of POLST (and other named order sets) as
actionable, portable medical orders. The National POLST document is a model form that must be
adapted or adopted by each individual state for use and must include the state-designated name or
acronym (e.g., POLST, MOLST, POST, MOST, T-POPP, LaPOST).

We are attempting to work with EPIC to discuss further steps to rectify this problem. In the
meantime, we recommend states communicate with their providers and health systems that only
state-developed and approved forms are valid, and that utilizing the generic National POLST model
form may jeopardize patient care if implemented. We plan to work on this issue and will provide
more clarification and guidance soon. Link to the official letter.

If you are adopting a POLST form revision in your state, we’d like you to contact the NPC
Form Consultation Committee. They serve as a consultative resource on the national model
form and state-specific regulations. To enlist this, please email
NatIPOLSTCollaborative@gmail.com

Upcoming Education and Meetings

e Changing Public Perceptions of Serious lliness Care
LIS An interactive messaging principles webinar, Co-hosted by the NPC

' W& March 12", 1pm EST ~OR~ March 19", 1pm EST

Join us for an interactive webinar hosted by seven leading organizations, where

you’ll learn how to change public perceptions to improve access to serious illness
=il care. We welcome participants from any healthcare discipline to attend one of our

oo B BE  sessions (same session twice for your scheduling convenience), and encourage

CT— you to invite a colleague who can apply these learnings within their community.

Funded by the John A Hartford Foundation and Cambia. More information and link to registration

HERE.

NPC Webinar: Investigating EMS as an Untapped Resource for Rural
POLST Education March 28", 3pm EST

The National POLST Collaborative partnered with the POLST Programs from
Maine, Virginia, and Hawaii to develop POLST education for rural communities
through EMS. Please attend our webinar on lessons learned from a year of work
funded by the Hillman Foundation. Register HERE.


https://polst.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/NPC-Response-to-Epic.pdf
mailto:NatlPOLSTCollaborative@gmail.com
https://polst.org/message-lab-and-the-national-polst-collaborative/
https://polst.org/message-lab-and-the-national-polst-collaborative/
https://ohsu.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eQCv3DkKUSDrrFA
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Mark your calendars!!

The NPC Member States’ Quarterly Meeting will be held in Late March
2024. Date and time TBD. Watch your inbox for more information. To
find out if your state is an NPC member, click HERE. To learn about
membership benefits and enroll, click HERE.

Featured Research
— Realizing the Promise of Advance Care Planning Will Require Health

_ System Accountability to Quality Standards. Susan E. Hickman, Erik K.
Fromme, The Joint Commission Journal on Quality and Patient Safety,

280 volume 50, Issue 2, 2024, Pages 93-94, ISSN 1553-7250,

https://doi.org/10.1016/].jcjq.2023.11.006

JOURNAL

Factors influencing clinician decision-making about POLST use with
nursing facility residents: A qualitative study. Cole CS, Lum HD, Hickman
SE. J Am Geriatr Soc. 2023 Dec 21. doi: 10.1111/jgs.18717. Epub ahead of
print. PMID: 38126923. https://doi.org/10.1111/jgs.18717

Featured News

Support PCHETA. The National POLST Collaborative is a proud supporter of
the Palliative Care and Hospice Education Training Act (PCHETA), S.2243, a
bipartisan bill to improve the lives of patients with serious illness and their care
partners.

PCHETA If enacted, this bill would: create a national public education campaign for
nwvseeswell Patients and health care teams about palliative care-its availability and benefits
SEUERELLEECE  including the use of POLST, expand federal support of research around
palliative care including better treatments for pain and other symptoms, and
the use of POLST, and establish and expand training programs in palliative care for doctors and
the other members of the healthcare team. Learn more HERE. Sign the petition HERE.

Featured Advisor

The National POLST Collaborative welcomes our new Technical Advisor.
Robert (Rim) Cothren, PhD, has doctorate in Medical Engineering from
Harvard / MIT Health Sciences and Technology (HST) Program in Medical
Engineering and Medical Physics. He has served on the NPC Technology
Committee for multiple years , where he shares his expertise in health

informatics and information technology, technology strategy, and policy
implementation with states looking to further their POLST interoperability

workflows.


https://polst.org/programs-in-your-state/
https://polst.org/members/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcjq.2023.11.006
https://doi.org/10.1111/jgs.18717
https://polst.org/2023/10/05/tell-congress-to-support-the-palliative-care-and-hospice-education-training-act/
https://resist.bot/petitions/phjtza
https://polst.org/2023/10/05/tell-congress-to-support-the-palliative-care-and-hospice-education-training-act/
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STAY CONNECTED & IN THE KNOW!!

Sign up for the National POLST Collaborative Newsletter! [Please note, our transition to new
platforms and software may have resulted in some people being dropped off our mailing list.
Please encourage all of your contacts who have an interest in the NPC’s work to subscribe or
resubscribe.]

SUBSCRIBE HERE

Please Support the NPC!

The work of the National POLST Collaborative depends on donations to keep going. Please
consider donating to the NPC during this holiday season! The donation link can be found HERE.
Thanks to our philanthropy partner, Ochsner Health, for providing our non-profit accounting
services.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYoaxzLmpiE_rjWOcC4t4ipnxTpWT_1-MqABktnrRKE6k3Rg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://one.bidpal.net/polst/browse/donation(details:item/1)

